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Candle for India 

Candle (Caring and Addressing the needs 
of Differently-abled Lives through Educa-
tion) for India is a registered charity sup-
porting the activities of Deepti Centre for 
Children with Cerebral Palsy in Kerala, 
India.  

Deepti Centre 
Deepti Centre for Children with Cerebral 
Palsy was founded on 19th August 2009 
to care and support children with special 
needs and their families in Kerala. The 
motivation for Deepti Centre is the ex-
perience of Dr. Mathew C. Vargheese and  
Dr. Susan Mathew having a child with  
Cerebral Palsy. Now 48 children are regis-
tered at Deepti where they receive free 
physiotherapy and care.  

Deepti Special School: Deepti Special 

School was officially inaugurated on 10th 
August 2010. Deepti Special School is a 
major step in addressing the educational 
needs of these children.  

Mathru Deepti (Mothers at Deepti) 
Mathrudeepti is a fellowship of mothers 
at Deepti who come together, share their 
experience, hope, improvement of their 
children in order to encourage and 
strengthen each other in their challenges 
and struggles.  

Deepti-Villa Real Partnership 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Deepti Centre is working in partnership 
with Villa Real School, Consett, Durham, 
UK, which is a leading special school for 
children with learning difficulties.  
Supporting Candle for India 

We are looking forward to have your sup-
port and gift for the work of Candle for 
India among the children with special 
needs.  Please  write cheques payable to 
‘Candle for India’ and send to  Caroline 
Molloy, 88 Featherstone Road, Newton 

Hall, Durham, DH1 5YP.  Or  transfer 

money to Sort 40-19-31,  

Acc 32087391.  

For more information kindly contact  
Caroline Molloy  
caroline.molloy@yahoo.co.uk> or  
 Gill Stringer 
<g.stringer100@durhamlearning.net>  

Deepti is God’s special blessing  to the local community : Dr. Linto Jose. 
“Although India has grabbed  remarkable 

achievement in  health care and education, we 
are very much lagging behind regarding the 
care of the children and people with special 
needs and their education. I am very pleased 
to notice that Deepti Special School and Centre 
for Children with Cerebral Palsy boldly address 
this challenge and committed to do their part 
by offering the best service in the care  for 

children with special needs and their education.  I congratulate the founders of 
Deepti for their daring vision and level of commitment that is born out of their 
own experience of having a child with special needs.”   
 Dr. Linto Jose was giving a special talk entitled “Our social commitment 
towards children and families with special needs” during the music night celebra-
tions of Deepti Special School on 16 Nov 2010 held at FTS Jubilee auditorium,  
Manakala. He is voluntary serving at Deepti as a consultant Paediatrician in addi-
tion to his service at Mar Gregorios Hospital at Parumala, Kerala. Dr. Jose was 
formerly working as a Paediatrician at NHS, New Castle, UK.  

The highlight of the event was music concert 
performed by students from Rego Interna-
tional School, Shanghai, China, under the lead-
ership of Christina Haaf and Guillian Hunter 
who are teaching music and creative arts at 
Rego.  
 Around 400 people from local commu-
nity turned up for the event braving the heavy 
down pour that evening. But their persever-

ance was well paid off.  They had a special treat in the form of an excellent play—
The Golden Reed Flute– which was a joint production of the Rego International 
School and  Deepti Special School.  Christina and her team worked very hard with 
children and parents at Deepti which  resulted in bringing to limelight the latent 
artistic talents and creativity of children with special needs at Deepti.   

 

           Wish you a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year 

                          

Enabling the Present,  
Enlightening the Future 



A Mother’s Experience at Deepti: My son Unni Krishnan had seizures repeatedly when he was one 

year old which affected his brain and eventually made him paralysed and impaired his sight and 

hearing. Devastated by his condition,  I took him to different hospitals.  Eventually he got his eye-

sight back  and began walking. However, his case has been diagnosed  as autism. I then came to 

know about Deepti Centre and started coming with my son to Deepti. He receives physiotherapy  

and  attends classes at Deepti Special School. After coming to Deepti he has got good improvements 

in his situation.  I forget my worries and sorrows when I am at Deepti with my son. We are really 

fortunate to be part of Deepti. We are greatly encouraged and motivated by the care and love we receive from the staff at 

Deepti. Mothers at Deepti get counselling and guidance  as well.  

His Smile captivated me: Christina Haaf, Rego International School, Shangha “I met Susan Mathew at Durham in 2006 when 

she joined Durham University to do Ph.D and that time she was by her own at Ustinov College, Dur-

ham. Later her family joined her. I had visited them many times and I loved being around with them.  

Susan and Mathew have four wonderful boys. I taught piano lessons to their eldest son Josh. I am 

particularly touched by the captivating smile of Jyothish, the youngest one who is a child with spe-

cial needs.  He has a heart for music. I have noticed a remarkable sense of rhythm in him. He has a 

rare talent of making others happy. When Susan and family moved back to  Kerala and started 

Deepti Centre for Children with Cerebral Palsy,  I   was  so  excited over the prospect of joining their 

dream project to impact the lives of children with special needs.  Here I am at last with Children at Deepti.  It is really  a won-

derful  experience to work with children and their parents,  to enter into their special world and to have fellowship with them.  

My colleagues and students from Rego International school are very proud to be associated with Deepti.  All this made possible 

due to my love to Jyothish and through him I am now linked with many lovely children at Deepti and their families. I would like 

to come back to Deepti pretty soon. When we go back to Shanghai, we would take  the wonderful experience we had at Deepti 

in our heart.  (A part of her address at music night on 16th Nov 2010)  

A Dream Comes True: A School Bus for Deepti 

 

Up coming visits: Prof. John  M. G. Barclay, Lightfoot  Professor of Divinity , Durham University (Patron of Deepti in U.K.) and  

his wife, Diana Barclay  will visit Deepti in the first week of January 2011; Caroline Molloy  (Chair person, Candle for India) & 

Caroline  Esseme from Singapore will visit Deepti to conduct workshops on creative play in Feb 2011; Mark Speller, a trustee of 

Candle for India will visit in March 2011. 

Request for Prayer 

Jyothish and Jeena (13 old girl) are undergoing corrective surgery to reduce muscle tightness. Kindly pray for them.  

Your support is Needed for 

 Sponsoring an occupational therapist and speech therapist (£100 per person/month) 

 Purchasing special equipments for physiotherapy (£1000) 

 Sponsoring a child for education £15 per month 

 Purchasing land for Deepti Campus  

 Construction of building for Deepti Special School & Centre for Children with Cerebral Palsy 

 

Rigi, mother of Unni Krishnan 

Jyothish 

Christina Haaf handing the key to  
Dr. T. G. Koshy, the Patron of Deepti Centre 

 Bus  for Deepti School Enjoying First Ride with Pride: Children and parents  

Finally the long cherished dream of children and parents of Deepti to have a school bus came to fruition.  On 17th November, 

Christina Haaf handed the key the of 25 seater Eicher School Bus to Dr. T.G. Koshy, the Patron of Deepti. It was a time of celebra-

tion for the children at Deepti. Staff, Children, Parents and friends from Rego International School joined for the first ride in the 

bus. Now the children can come to the centre without depending on the local transport buses, which are crowded and not dis-

abled friendly. The bus was purchased with  the generous contributions by a father of child with special needs who is working in 

Middle East (he contributed the 1/4th of the total cost), and the rest the money was raised by Christina Haaf, her friends and 

relatives and Rego International School, Shanghai. A big thanks to all who contributed  to this urgent need. 


